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President’s Report from Julie
Cunningham

What a busy year 2016 has
been. We started off our year with
an array of wonderful women in
The ARKadian Authentic AllWoman Old Time Music Hall and
hosted by our own, our very own,
Mr Ross Pearce. The bevy of
beauties, directed and
accompanied on piano by the
talented Fiona Carter won the
hearts of the audience and Mr
Frankly Speaking. Is there another
music hall in ARK Theatre’s
future? One never knows.
Daisy, our offering for Season 2
was a touching and tear- jerking
drama that highlighted the sad,
sometimes, happy moments
affecting a family, whose mother
was suffering from Dementia.
Rosey Cullinan portrayed Daisy
wonderfully with sincerity and
took the audience on a beautiful
journey through the latter stages of
her life. Directed by Robert Trott,
the casting was perfect and Ann
Quinn and Lesley Jenkins together
again reminded me of a female
version of The Odd Couple. They
work so well off each other,
bringing humour and fun into a
soft and sensitive subject.
For those of you that ventured out
to the Ghost Train at Healesville
you might have glimpsed Jimmy,
Sarah, Angela, Rosey and Chris S
lurking around. How wonderful to
have so many ARKadians
represent!
With Christmas just around the
corner the ARK Theatre Committee
has been busy organising what is
going to be a fun-filled and exciting
2017.
Youth ARK Theatre is boldly going
where no ARKadians have gone
before and will be performing
Disney’s Camp Rock, The Musical
Performance dates are January
21st & 22nd. Read on for details .
ARK Theatre has three seasons of
fun scheduled for 2017. Our first
show in April sees Lisa McNiven
direct the Neil Simon play Jake’s
Women. Season 2 is a Christmas in

July pantomime Cinderfella. This is
an original adaption of the
beautiful fairytale and great for the
whole family. Auditions for this
will be before Christmas so please
check our website for details.
Season 3 in September is a
compilation of plays by Anton
Chekhov so we hope we have
something to suit everyone.
If you would like to get involved
from acting to front of house,
directing or anything you can think
of, please don't hesitate to get in
touch. Hope to see those that can
make it, at our Christmas party,
December 11th.
On behalf of ARK Theatre
Committee we wish you a safe and
Happy Christmas and a wonderful
New Year.

These characters, played
enthusiastically by Ann Quinn,
Lesley Jenkins and Darren
Montgomery, provided lighthearted relief and important
insights for audiences. Kathie
Kenyon’s Nursing Home Director
offered a balanced and empathetic
support to Daisy’s family – Jim
(Ross Pearce), Petra (Emma
Gardner) and Will (Aaron
Butcher).
Cont’d over

ARK THEATRE VISION
STATEMENT:
ARK Theatre is:




Season 2 2016: DAISY
Audience responses to ARK
Theatre’s latest production “Daisy”
was overwhelmingly positive.
“Daisy”, written by Geelong
playwright Terry Mervin and
directed by ARK Theatre’s Robert
Trott, explored the changing
dynamics of a family when wife
and mother, Daisy’s early onset
dementia sees a decline in her
capabilities.
This poignant story, punctuated
with scenes of silliness and fun,
had audience members laughing
and crying. The oft-repeated
comment was how real the
characters and the family
relationships were. Many people
recognized their own family
situations. One patron, for whom
this play was very close to home,
commented that she recognized
each of the Nursing Home
residents from her own recent
experiences with her Dad.



Dedicated to engaging
with performers and
audiences, of all ages,
interests and capabilities
Dedicated to providing
mentoring in both the
performance and
technical content of
theatre
Respectful of the
contribution of
performing arts to the
social fabric of our
community.

ARK THEATRE VALUES:
 Inclusiveness
 Rewarding
 Encouragement
 Creativity
 Respect
 Equality
 Social engagements
 Fun and enjoyment
 Mentoring
 Achievement

WOMINJEKA…WELCOME
ARK Theatre acknowledges
the Wurundjeri people, the
traditional owners of the land
where we perform
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Daisy cont’d…
Utilizing a minimalist set, Robert Trott’s direction aimed
to focus attention on the performances. Two different
projection sources set the scene and gave an insight into
Daisy’s mind and memories. The Librarian character
(Brady Gray) used an overhead projector to show the
files she was rummaging through when Daisy (Rosey
Cullinan) struggled to understand or remember.
The other characters were played by Lianne Counsel,
Jimmy Dunne and Frank Unsworth, each of whom have
been in earlier ARK Theatre shows and Rosa Scabellone,
making her first appearance on stage for ARK Theatre.
Rosa’s main role in Daisy was offstage as Production
Coordinator/ Director’s Assistant.
Backstage, Alison Jones again ‘managed the stage’ and
Chris Keuken and Callum Robertson drove the bio box.
Front of House was ably managed by Julie Cunningham,
with 2IC, Hope (Julie’s 14yr old daughter) and a band of
willing ARK members helping each show.
As has become the norm for ARK Theatre, patrons were
invited to ‘get in the mood’ in the foyer with a daisy
chain and Memories display and refreshments of
‘memory food’ including fairy bread and 70’s nibbles.
Alzheimers Australia supported this production,
providing information and an AV presentation in the
foyer. At the conclusion of each show, Ross invited
patrons to support Alzheimers Australia, by taking
available resources and/or making a donation. ARK
Theatre offers a big THANK YOU to those who
contributed to help us raise $430. After the final
performance, a representative from Alzheimers Australia
addressed the audience, cast and crew. He praised plays
such as “Daisy” for raising the profile and promoting
discussion of this ever-increasing problem facing our
society.

YouthARK
The last few months have been amazingly busy for
YouthARK Theatre. The start of July saw many young
people take to the stage once again in our second
improvisational event, ‘Second Time Round’. A huge
thankyou to all involved from us as it was again a huge
success. In preparation for our Summer 2017 season,
we decided to hold our first Trivia Night on the 17th
September. Our wonderful participants and sponsors
helped us to raise over $1400, which helped us to
cover the rights application for our next season.

In January 2017, YouthARK Theatre will be taking
to the Mount Lilydale Mercy College stage for the
first time, with its production of “Disney’s Camp
Rock, The Musical”.
If you know anyone who would be interested
in auditioning, auditions are being held on the
19th November at LHCPAC! For more
information about this show, and our future
productions, head to:
http://youtharktheatre.com
Peter Verhagen - President, YouthARK

Season 1 2016: The ARKadian Authentic All
Woman Old Time Music Hall
I was privileged to be part of this wonderful show that
was written for ARK Theatre by Colin Mockett and
directed by Fiona Carter. It is always a risk when a
theatre group decides to do something different but the
The ARKadian Authentic All Woman Old Time Music Hall
was received with great enthusiasm, so much so that
some patrons came back twice. The cast enjoyed every
moment of both rehearsals and the show itself. The
dressing room buzzed every night while we warmed up
our voices and got dressed for particular items. It was a
pleasure to work with each and every one of the women
and men in the cast.

Fiona was so dedicated and her enthusiasm and belief in
the show transferred to each cast member. Thank you
Fiona. I think I speak for most of us, I would love to do
something similar again.
Colin’s talent and sense of humour shone through. Thank
you Colin & thank you Robert Trott for suggesting your
very clever friend. Thank you to Angela for the costumes
and stage managing you did a wonderful job - such a lot
of work; also Lucy for front of house & costumes, with
Shelly sewing too. Rosey for dedicating her time for both
front of house and sourcing props, costumes etc. Jimmy,
Emily, Chris, Brady for bringing everything together - the
floor, the backdrop and other stage items. Not to forget
the people that offer their precious time to bump in and
bump out.
Evey
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Alison Jones, Kathie Kenyon, Christine Sellar, Bruce
Hardie, Connie Bram

ARK International:

Lately, ARKers have travelled quite extensively: Ange
and Jimmy ventured to China; Evey and her daughter,
Beth, headed to England and Greece; Alison and her
husband, Peter, hit many of the hotspots of Europe and,
most recently, Lucy and Steve Morris have relocated to
New Jersey with Steve’s employment. Lucy is such a
valued member of the ARK Theatre family that the
committee has asked her to remain on the committee
(albeit via proxy). We value her experience and input in
theatre matters and Lucy is keen to stay in the loop. She
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has strict instructions to have frequent Broadway
excursions to ensure ARK Theatre remains “au current”
with the latest shows. We like to think of Lucy as our
Trump card (so to speak!)
COMMITTEE NEWS:
At our AGM in June, Julie Cunningham assumed the role
of President. Thanks Julie for stepping up to the position.
We gratefully acknowledge Tom Blackburn who
captained the ship for the first 3 years of ARK Theatre.
Tom remains as a general member of the Committee
Our inaugural Treasurer, Angela McCulloch, has
tendered her resignation, effective from January 26th
2017. This marks exactly 4 years since the meeting that
became our first steps towards ARK Theatre’s formation.
Angela has been our hard-working and efficient
Treasurer since our first formal meeting in June 2013.
We owe Ange a debt of gratitude for her time, energy and
talents. Which leads us to…

Help Help Help!!!

Wanted: Treasurer for NFP local theatre group.
If you have a financial bent (as distinct from
“Bent financials”) ARK Theatre needs you!
Please consider volunteering to take on this
vital role. Ange is happy to do a handover to
ensure a smooth transition. Please contact The
President or Secretary via email.

There are many facets to the theatre; without the people
who perform some tasks a show simply wouldn’t go on.
Lots of nights spent rehearsing and learning lines on top
of all the duties we have, ‘All for the love of Theatre’. I
have been prompted to write this because I have been in
many shows and, without fail, people get sick. These tips
are preventative and pro-active to keep you well:
1 Keep your balance
2. Eat well
3. Drink plenty of water 4. Have a massage
5. Make sure you get enough sleep
6. Exercise
7. Have a foot spa
8. Meditate
9. Walk
10. Finally, whatever you’re involved in, make sure you
are having a good time and enjoy what you do.
Good luck with your adventures.
Evey

2017 PRODUCTIONS
 YouthARK Theatre: Disney’s Camp Rock,
The Musical Jan 20 and 21, 2017 7:30pm.
NB New venue for this show:
Centennial Hall Mt Lilydale Mercy College,
120 Anderson St Lilydale







Toast a Christmas Cheer with ARK
Theatre and YouthARK Thea tre
Sun Dec 11 t h from 4:00pm. at
LHCPAC. BBQ provided, BYO salad
or sweet to share.
LOOKING FOR GIFT IDEAS?
How about an ARK Theatre Gift Certificate?
You choose the value (in $20 increments) and the
recipient chooses which show and which session they’d like
to see.
Call ARK Theatre: 0491 151 340 to order today
TIPS FOR WELLBEING IN THE THEATRE
Most of us who are involved in Theatre have a great love
of what we do, so much so that we give up our precious
leisure time to perform and entertain the community
often with no other reward than the appreciation of the
audience and from our immediate peers in the cast.

ARK Theatre Season 1
Jakes Women by Neil Simon, Director
Lisa McNiven
Dates: April Sat 1 at 8pm & Sun 2 @4pm;
Thurs 6 & Fri 7 @ 8pm, Sat 8: 2pm & 8pm
YouthARK Theatre 2 Plays in 2 Days July
ARK Theatre Season 2 Cinderfella July
ARK Theatre Season 3
Chekhov Comedies by Anton Chekhov,
Director Julie Cunningham.
Dates: Sept TBC

SAVE THE DATE:

MARCH 24 - 25TH 2017

Celebrate Mooroolbark Festival
Hi all ARK Theatre members, Celebrate Mooroolbark
is 24 & 25 March, 2017. As part of our promotion of
ARK Theatre, Tom Blackburn has taken on the task of
booking a site for our stall, Jimmy is on the Celebrate
Mooroolbark Committee and will facilitate our needs.
Next year’s theme is GREEN (right up our alley, really)
and Angela and I have some ideas about costumes for
the parade and the stall set-up and I have an idea for
an item we could perform so all those ARKadian cast
members we need you. I will contact you, but if you
are interested will you please email the secretary at
ARK Theatre email address below. More information
to follow and I look forward to speaking with you.
Thank you, Evey.
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ARK THEATRE Inc.
PO Box 277, Mooroolbark 3138
e-mail: ark_theatre@yahoo.com.au
website: www.arktheatremelb.com
phone: 0491 151 340
ARK THEATRE COMMITTEE 2016-17
PRESIDENT: JULIE CUNNINGHAM
VICE-PRESIDENT: ROBERT TROTT
SECRETARY: JIMMY DUNNE
TREASURER: ANGELA McCULLOCH (til Jan 26, 2017)
GENERAL COMMITTEE: TOM BLACKBURN, ROSEY
CULLINAN, EVELYN DEVITT, CHRIS KEUKEN, LUCY MORRIS

ARK About:
The past few months members have been seen out and
about in the local community in the following events:
- entertaining the diners at SPJE Parish dinner by
reprising several Music Hall numbers,
- creating a Flashmob at Bunnings for their Fathers’ Day
event – performing a ‘fathering’ version of I Will Survive
written for the occasion by Ann O’Connor and Rosey
Cullinan
- scaring the travellers on the Yarra Valley Ghost Train
for Halloween
- manning a Bunnings BBQ on International Talk Like a
Pirate Day…rrrARK!

*We welcome input for H’ARK or any feedback.
Please send any items for future newsletters to
ark_theatre@yahoo.com.au Att: Editors*

Apr: You’ll always be warmly welcomed at
ARK Theatre

July: we do like a Trivia Night. Thanks 1812
Theatre FTG
YouthARK had a very successful Trivia Night in
September – well done guys!!

Aug: some Music Hall cast performed at SPJE
Dinner at Kilsyth Hall
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Oct: NJS Photography snaps from Yarra Valley
Railway Ghost Train

Miss Lily Dale flirts with the Music Hall
audience

Sometimes a Director needs to
step into a role. Thankfully
Frank managed to drag himself
out of his sick bed for the 2 nd
week of Daisy.
Robert and Frank – you’re both
troopers!

