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Apologies from H’ARK editors: somewhere in the ether, there floats Issue 13 of H’ARK. This issue will try to fill some of the gaps left by its
mysterious disappearance and offer more exciting news from the world of ARK and YouthARK Theatres

“The Shorties” Festival date: 24-25th March 2018 (Saturday/Sunday)
We received over 120 play submissions from playwrights from around the country. After
reading all plays, the play selection panel has shortlisted it to 60 plays. Theatre companies
and ensembles from as far away as Euroa and Albury/Wodonga have registered to compete
for the prize money on offer. They are currently in the process of selecting the plays they
will perform.
The festival will run heats from Saturday morning to Sunday afternoon. Up to 2 plays from
each heat will go through to the final on Sunday afternoon - one play as determined by the
adjudicators and the other play determined by audience vote.
Sessional Tickets will be available for only $10; the Gala Final session will be $20 with supper
served after the awards presentations. A Weekend Pass giving access to all sessions is only
$50.
Food and drink will be available for purchase throughout the festival.
Breaking News: RACV Healesville Country Club is a major sponsor for the Shorties

Help Help Help!!!
ARK Theatre members and friends will be asked to assist with ARKfest.
We will need help with catering, front of house, back stage, parking.
Please tell someone from the Production team how you are willing to help–
Paula Armstrong, Jimmy Dunne and Rosey Cullinan or
email: arkshorties@gmail.com
**ARK Theatre will have 2 entries and YouthARK Theatre will do 1 play, so keep an eye out
for audition calls if you’d like to perform. **Remember a 10 minute play is a great way to
dip your toe in the acting pool
1|Page

H’ARK Newsletter of ARK Theatre

CASTING WILL BE ANNOUNCED ON
DECEMBER 8TH
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ARK THEATRE Inc.

PO Box 277, Mooroolbark 3138
e-mail: ark_theatre@yahoo.com.au
website: www.arktheatremelb.com
phone: 0491 151 340

ARK THEATRE COMMITTEE 2017-18
PRESIDENT: ROSEY CULLINAN has taken over from JULIE CUNNINGHAM
VICE-PRESIDENT: ROBERT TROTT
SECRETARY: ANN O’CONNOR has taken over from JIMMY DUNNE
TREASURER: CHRIS KEUKEN
GENERAL COMMITTEE: TOM BLACKBURN, EVELYN DEVITT, JIMMY DUNNE, LUCY MORRIS
YOUTHARK THEATRE CHAIR: ASHLEIGH HENRY

ARK Theatre is:




ARK THEATRE VISION STATEMENT:

Dedicated to engaging with performers and audiences, of all ages, interests and capabilities
Dedicated to providing mentoring in both the performance and technical content of theatre
Respectful of the contribution of performing arts to the social fabric of our community.

Inclusiveness
Respect

ARK THEATRE VALUES:
Rewarding
Encouragement
Creativity
Equality
Social engagement
Fun and enjoyment
Mentoring
Achievement

WOMINJEKA…WELCOME
ARK Theatre acknowledges the Wurundjeri people, the traditional owners of the land where we
perform








This was the year that was: 2017 PRODUCTIONS
ARK Theatre Season 1
Jake’s Women by Neil Simon, directed by Lisa McNiven
ARK Theatre Season 2
Cinderfella written and directed by Julie Cunningham
ARK Theatre Season 3
Chekhov? You’re Joking! by Anton Chekhov, Director Julie Cunningham.
YouthARK Theatre Season 1
Disney’s Camp Rock the Musical, directed by Peter Verhagen
YouthARK Theatre Season 2
Third Time Lucky – a play in a day
YouthARK Theatre Season 3
Missing Adi Farrow written and directed by Candice Farrugia
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Chekhov? You’re Joking! was ARK Theatre’s 3rd production for 2017. Six comedic plays
written by Anton Chekhov and directed by Julie Cunningham, provided laughs aplenty
for audiences who were, perhaps, surprised by how much they could enjoy works by an
author known more for his “heavy” drama, than comedies. The first monologue engaged
the audience when it was performed in front of the curtain by ARK Theatre stalwart,
Robert Trott. This simple staging and engagement continued through to the final play.
The Sneeze, brought the whole cast together for a riotous slapstick scene performed in
theatre seating on the stage that had audiences roaring with laughter. It was great to see
some actors returning to ARK Theatre’s stage, Alison Jones, Rachel Negus, Frank
Unsworth, Alana Morris and YouthARK member, Bohdi Lindsay . But it was equally
pleasing to welcome actors new to ARK Theatre – Gordon Chan and Alan Ashby. We
hope you’ll be back! Thank you to Julie and her excellent cast and crew for another
stellar ARK Theatre production that gave our audiences a taste of the theatrical variety
we strive to offer.
ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVALS (OAPF)
The Notice, directed by Lisa McNiven, was ARK Theatre’s entry into South Gippsland OAPF
and Seymour OAPF.
Deadline written and directed by Candice Farrugia-Roberts was YouthARK Theatre’s entry
into South Gippsland OAPF.
Our 2 casts and directors travelled to Foster in August for the South Gippsland event and
both had success:
Wins:
 VDL Encouragement Award - Candice Farrugia-Roberts writing for comedy Deadline
 Most Outstanding Male Lead Actor - Riley Stow as "Tim" in Deadline
Nominations:





Most Outstanding Design Award (Set) - Lisa McNiven, The Notice for 1940’s décor
and costume
Most Outstanding Male Lead Actor - Riley Stow, "Tim" and Bohdi Lindsay, "Sam" –
Deadline
Most Outstanding Female Lead Actor - Angela Trakula, "Eve Barnes" - The Notice
Most Outstanding Support Actor (Female) - Patricia McCracken, "Mavis Grant" - The
Notice

Well done to all concerned we are extremely proud of both productions.
Cinderfella written and directed by Julie Cunningham was ARK Theatre’s first foray into
pantomime. But judging by the positive response from audiences at the 4 performances, it
probably won’t be the last panto for ARK Theatre.
It was another different genre of theatre in ARK Theatre’s mission to present a variety of
styles for its audience. Yet again, it was a piece by a local playwright and this was a premier
production. THANK YOU SO MUCH to Julie Cunningham for bringing such a fun piece to us to
perform. The finished product was bright, energetic and fun for both audiences and
performers.
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In a cast whose ages ranged from 12 to 94, there was a great spirit of support and
encouragement, mentorship and learning. Speaking as an “oldie”, it was great to learn from
such talented younger folk. We are indeed blessed with amazing talent in our midst.
Aaron Butcher played the lead role of Cinderfella and was widely acclaimed for his portrayal
and his fabulousness, not to mention his ability to dance in those heels! The frock created
for the ball by Aaron’s mum, Janelle, was nothing short of spectacular – what an entrance
Cinderfella had, with dramatic effect added by Chris Keuken, lighting designer. Special
mention must also be made of Lesley Jenkin who worked so hard to create the gorgeous
costumes for those Ugly Stepsisters and many other pieces.
Audiences enjoyed meeting our cast, in character, in the foyer after the show. Many photos
were taken and costumes greatly admired. We must also thank The Basin Theatre Group for
the loan of the more sumptuous period–style costumes.
ARKfest Script Development Workshop
As part of the ARKFest Short Play Festival, on Saturday 16 th September, Paula Armstrong and
Jimmy Dunne facilitated a script writing workshop for local playwrights. Lesley Jenkin and
Evey Devitt were the hosts for the day.
The day started at 10 am with a hive of activity when approximately twenty people arrived script writers armed with their scripts, excited thespians eager to perform and spectators.
Ten plays were performed and the talent displayed by writers and performers was amazing.
People were asked to give feedback so that scripts could be further developed.
Everyone enjoyed chatting and discussing over a very lovely lunch and morning tea. For ARK
Theatre the day became a great networking day and people enjoyed catching up and
meeting fellow theatrefolk. Many of the playwrights have since entered their plays in
ARKfest. A big thank you to Paula for this wonderful initiative and to Jimmy and Lesley - the
day was a great success. (Hope to work with you again my little sister)
by Evey

Member News






Huge CONGRATULATIONS and cheers galore for our own Fiona Carter who, at the
recent VDL Awards, was nominated for Best Actress - Leading Role Comedy for her
brilliant portrayal of ‘Maggie’ in ARK Theatre’ Jake’s Women – we are SO PROUD!
It will be wonderful to welcome Lucy and Steve Morris back from America in
February. It isn’t just the family who is excited at their imminent return; ARK Theatre
members look forward to having Lucy and Steve back in the fold. But before they
head home, there’s time for a fabulous family Christmas in the US.
In October, Julie Cunningham resigned from the position of ARK Theatre President.
We are extremely grateful to Julie for her time as Captain of the ARK, during which
she found the time to direct not 1 but 2 seasons for us. Did we mention she also
wrote the hugely successful Cinderfella? Thank you Julie for your untiring efforts to
steer the ARK through unmapped waters. We hope you are as proud of what you
achieved as we are. We look forward to your continued involvement with ARK
Theatre
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In the discussion about who might step up to fill the role of President, Ann O’Connor
expressed an interest in either the President or Secretary roles. Jimmy Dunne
decided to take her up on the offer and take a well-earned break from the role of
Secretary. Jimmy works tirelessly in his many roles and we thank him for his 2
1/2years as Secretary. We are very grateful that Jimmy will stay on as a general
committee member.
ARK-ers out and about:
 Congratulations - Jimmy Dunne has been nominated at the Lyrebird Awards
for Best Set Design in a Comedy for Sherbrooke Theatre Company’s The Odd
Couple
 Robert Trott and Rosey Cullinan have been cast in It’s Never Too Late for The
Basin Theatre Group in Feb – Mar
 Fiona Carter and Ann Quinn have been cast in Calendar Girls at The 1812
Theatre Season 1

Well-being Tips from Evey
Just a reminder to refill your tanks or make sure your cup is full before you go using your
precious energy. Theatre members all give a service to the community be it in whatever
capacity; giving out can use up a lot of physical and mental energy. Try to let go of small
things, don’t let them rent a space in your head and be brave and confront the more
important things in a respectful and diplomatic manner. Cheers everyone good job with
Cinderfella especially to my sisters DRUZILLA and GARGANTUA who did a sterling job.

Merry Christmas from
ARK Theatre…
and thanks for being part of our year
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